24                            LEGAL DEPOSIT OF BOOKS
registered at Stationers' Hall. To prevent any alteration being
made in the letterpress of a book after licensing and before selling,
each printer was obliged to deposit at Stationers' Hall three
copies of every new book or reprint with additions, one copy
being for the use of the Royal Library, the other two for the
Libraries of the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge (s.xvii).
The three deposited copies were to be printed on the best and
largest paper used for the best edition of a work, and were to be
delivered to the Master of the Stationers' Company before any
sale of the work took place.1
This was the first English act entitling certain public libraries
to free copies of all new publications and reprints.2 The Uni-
versities of Oxford and Cambridge were undoubtedly chosen as
repositories for the copies because they were the two greatest
educational centres in England. Also, being under the im-
mediate control of the Church, publications of a blasphemous or
controversial nature would certainly be more strictly perused at
these institutions than at any others. The Royal Library, to
which the third copy was destined, was under the inspection of
Crown officials. Seditious publications and libels and satires on
court morals would there be instantly detected, with dire con-
sequences to their authors.*
The avowed purpose of requiring the copies for the three
libraries was to give the works greater publicity, and so to afford
a cheap means of advertising them.4 But the real object of the
registration and deposit was clearly a precautionary measure to
prevent blasphemous and seditious works being gradually and
secretly put into general circulation. By requiring the registry
and deposit of three copies, the author or printer of any danger-
ous work could easily be identified, the deposited copies them-
selves supplying incontrovertible evidence. The reasons for the
insistence on the copies being printed on the best and largest
1 For tibe section of this Act relating to deposits see post^ p. 293.
1 By ttae decree of Louis XIII, issued in August 1617, every French
printer was obliged to send two copies of every newly printed book to the
Royal Library in Park before he could claim the copyright of the work. The
Licensing Act of 1662 was undoubtedly modelled on this decree and on parts
of tbe Star Chamber Decree of 1637,
* J. Boasao, Rights of Uterature, 1814, pp. 17-18.
*  Publicity methods at this trae were ceiteinry of a very limited character;
the copies deposited in the Hbraries did therefore receive some slight amount